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Romans first arr
Roman army conqu he Balearic Islands. For the followir 0
years, Menorca was a part of the immense Roman empire. On
the island they founded three cities. One of those cities, Sanisera | _
(our archaeological site), was built around the port of Sanitja. The
city flourished due to the considerable maritime commerce that
received boats travelling from Spain to Italy, and from France to
Africa.
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Since 1996, the Ecomuseum has organized courses in archaeological
excavation for students who come from all over the world.



2. Course Description

The Cape of Cavalleria Ecomuseum in Menorca, Spain, has scheduled
for 2011, the excavation of two burial sites: The Roman Necropolis and
the Prehistoric Cave. The students will be introduced to Mediterranean
Physical Anthropology by excavating in these two sites: the
prehistoric cave during the first half of the course, and the Roman
Necropoli ing the second half. The Roman Necropolis Dig involves
a cluster of roman tombs belonging to a cemetery
tskirts of the roman city of Sanisera, which was
C to 550 AD.

.

ve Dig is focused on the excavation of funerary
the first inhabitants of Menorca. The dig takes place
n as “Cueva de la Costa Norte”, very close to the Cape
of Cavalleria Ecomuseum. It is a collective burial site which dates
‘between 2000 and 1350 B.C. It involves the collection of burnt bone
samples, pottery vessels, bronze and bone pendants and beads,
among other artifacts.

The excavation is directed by Fernando Contreras, director of the
Ecomuseum of the Cape of Cavalleria in collaboration with other
archaeologists and specialists® in physical anthropology and
conservation. The course runs 7 hours per day, with time dedicated to
both excavation and laboratory work. The course is divided into two
halves: the Roman Necropolis Dig and the Prehistoric Cave Dig. The
excavation of the Necropolis focuses on funerary structures,
specifically inhumations, while the Prehistoric Cave focuses on the
spatial distribution of the remains and the objects and grave goods
related to funerary rituals. Participants will learn and apply excavation
techniques used in physical anthropology when excavating. In the
laboratory participants will be instructed by an anthropologist and
other specialists in the classification, study, and conservation of
human remains and other related materials found.

Participants will also be given lectures on methodology, Roman
archaeology, physical anthropology and classification of
archaeological materials. Participants will visit other archaeological
sites on the island through organized excursions. Courses are given in
both English and Spanish. For every seven course days there are two
days off. & 5%
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