4.2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND
4.2.1. THE TOPONIMICAL SANISERA

The toponimical study of the name Sanisera by J. S. Hernandez', has
reinforced the uncertainty of its ethymological origin. No other analogous form
has been found in Mediterranean place names, Roman or pre-Roman. By its
morphological composition, it is considered that probably it is far from being a
name of Latin origin.

The name Sanisera could be made up of two elements: SANI + SERA. In
principle, we think these elements are
foreign to the Latin language, and they
should be of indigenous pre-Roman
origin. If Sani is the root element,
although still very obscure, it could be
related to the Iberian sani- as found in
| several epigraphical records®. This
makes us think that the element could
& be an Iberian anthroponimical. For this
'. reason, we think that the element,

Ky, . & common in Iberian anthroponims,
should be taken |nto conS|deratlon when explaining the first part of the place
name Sanisera.

Regarding -sera, the result of our research is much more difficult and
obscure. Far from being a Latin element, we have not found a single analogous
term in pre-Roman languages. We have only found a hypothetical explanation,
as in the Indoeuropean there exists the root *ser-/*sor-, meaning “to flow, to
run”, in reference to water that moves fast and with intensity>.

In this interpretation, we should not forget the geographical location of
the Sanisera site, a natural harbour in the centre-north part of the island. This
Indoeuropean root could appear in the second element of our toponim, as a
geographical maritime reference.

Nevertheless, we want to make clear the hypothetical nature of our
explanation, as we do not have enough linguistic base to confirm our
statements.
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